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“The greater a man's talents, the greater his power to lead 
astray.” 







Eight Ways To Tell You’re in a Utopia

Global poverty is falling
Life expectancy is rising around the world
Education and literacy rates are spiking globally
Every song ever written is on your phone
You had two vacations last year
You get to attend GOTO in Copenhagen
Five pound blocks of cheese
Bags of groceries





“Most human beings have an almost infinite capacity for 
taking things for granted.”



2012: $1bn, 13 employees



2014: $19bn, 55 employees, 1m new registered users per 
day
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“Applied science is a discipline of science that applies 
existing scientific knowledge to develop more practical 

applications, like technology or inventions.” – Wikipedia
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everything else is a rounding error





Unix Pipes+
Yahoo 
Pipes+
IFTTT+
Serverless+
GitHub 
= Actions















Nine Ways To Tell You’re in a Dystopia

A Japanese island quietly disappeared last week
California is burning
Kids are in “holding facilities” at the border
Your community hates your Code of Conduct
You spend more time in Concur than on Twitter
You rate your kids with Instagram stats
You are an enemy of the state
You keep getting asked: “what’s the ROI on that?”
He’s still President



“Alpha children wear grey. They work much harder than we 
do, because they're so frightfully clever. I'm awfully glad I'm a 
Beta, because I don't work so hard. And then we are much 
better than the Gammas and Deltas. Gammas are stupid. They 
all wear green, and Delta children wear khaki. Oh no, I don't 
want to play with Delta children. And Epsilons are still worse. 
They're too stupid to be able to read or write. Besides they 
wear black, which is such a beastly color. I'm so glad I'm a 
Beta.”











“...most men and women will grow up to love their servitude 
and will never dream of revolution.”
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“no” is powerful
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A squat grey building of only thirty-four stories. Over the main 
entrance the words, Central London Hatchery and 
Conditioning Centre, and, in a shield, the World State's motto, 
Community, Identity, Stability.



“A really efficient totalitarian state would be one in which 
the all-powerful executive of political bosses and their army 
of managers control a population of slaves who do not have 
to be coerced, because they love their servitude.”



“...reality, however utopian, is something from which people 
feel the need of taking pretty frequent holidays....” 


